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One helpful feature to which attention may be called is that each 
chapter is fairly self-contained. Necessarily this results in a certain 
amount of repetition, but upon the whole the plan conforms to the 
needs of the busy man, and the disadvantages to the more leisurely 
reader are unimportant. 

The author's attitude throughout the book is that of the earnest 
student and shows extended reading and investigation. Simply as a 
bibliography of accounting the book would serve a useful purpose. Its 
value, however, is much broader; and not only as a text-book for stu- 
dents of accounting but as a hand-book for business men and for prac- 
ticing accountants it must rank among the first books of its class. The 
author evidently realizes the futility of attempting a dogmatic treat- 
ment of a subject containing so few fixed principles and has wisely 
resorted to an assembling of legal decisions and of accounting opinions 
to illustrate the points under discussion. He is modest in expressing 
his own views ; but when it seems desirable to state them he sets them 
forth in clear and convincing fashion. 

The book is especially to be commended to all those who have in 
any manner to deal with accounting as a means of corporate regulation. 
A careful study of its contents would add wisdom to the orders and de- 
cisions of many commissions and other regulative bodies. 

J. E. Sterrett. 

New York. 

Introduction to Political Science. A Treatise on the Origin, 
Nature, Functions and Organization of the State. By James Wil- 
ford Garner. New York, American Book Company, 1910. — 
616 pp. 

Teachers and students of political science should be grateful to Pro- 
fessor Garner. He has given them a good text-book. In the case of 
a science whose very existence is sometimes denied and whose content 
seems to depend upon the whim of individual writers, no treatment is 
satisfactory which overlooks the existence of divergent views or the lack 
of data for properly testing them. We have ceased to believe in oracles ; 
and Mr. Garner, although not always fastidious in selecting his facts, is 
seldom oracular. He has been at great pains to find out the views of 
authoritative writers from Aristotle to the men or our own time and 
has allowed them to state their own conclusions, merely stepping be- 
tween the combatants occasionally with a short analysis and criticism. 
Quotations abound ; footnotes occupy something like a sixth of the 
book ; and every chapter is prefaced with a bibliography of works in 
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English, French, Italian and German. Tribute must be paid to the 
diligence with which a remarkable store of material has been collected 
and to the control which is manifested in its arrangement. 

It is not surprising that in a book of this scope, errors of judgment 
and errors of fact should occur ; nor does Mr. Gamer always hold the 
balances of justice even. In discussing the origin of the state he de- 
votes twenty-two pages to the social-contract theory and only one page 
to the matriarchal theory of McLennan and Jenks. Why should we be 
told so much about the Leviathan and nothing about the facts on which 
the matriarchal theory is based? Surely the actual Bushmen of central 
Australia are as worthy of attention as the theoretical " state of nature." 
Similar prejudice is shown in the section which deals with the merits 
of the unicameral and bicameral legislatures. Mr. Garner seems to 
believe that the facts are clear, that the question is definitely settled. 
We are not inclined to put much faith in such a conclusion when it is 
based on the assertion that the single chamber was given " a fair trial" 
in Spain and Portugal ; nor can we believe that the stormiest period of 
the French Revolution could give an opportunity for testing the per- 
manent value of any form of government. It is clear that Mr. Garner, 
like most other opponents of the single chamber, has relied on a priori 
reasoning ; he is even under the impression that all but two of the 
Canadian provinces have bicameral legislatures. 

Other criticisms of this kind might be made ; there are prepossessions 
which die hard. But while Mr. Garner sometimes fails to recognize 
the limitations of our existing knowledge, he has improved on earlier 
text-books in clearing away a good deal of rubbish and in indicating 
the sources of his information. 

E. M. Sait. 

Columbia University. 

Le Bulletin mensuel de V Institut de Sociologie Solvay. Edited 
by Emile Waxweiler, director of the Institute. Pare Leopold, 
Brussels. 

This periodical will prove itself particularly valuable to workers in 
the field of social science whose library facilities are insufficient to keep 
them posted on European publications. Special articles are excluded. 
In the space thus saved appear, each month, fifteen or more careful 
reviews and critical discussions of current books and articles which, in 
the opinion of the editor and his assistants, "contribute most to the 
explanation of social phenomena, whether they are to be classed pri- 
marily under biology, physiology, psychology or sociology, or under 



